"STORY" First Draft -- 11/11/90 SIMPLE CHARACTERS

THE PROTAGONIST GROUP

As mentioned in a footnote earlier, we avoid using the term protagonist when
referring to the Faithful Character. Instead, we prefer to call the four key characters the
protagonist group. Even though the Faithful Character is the one who must eventually
make a choice and either succeed or fail in obtaining the objective, it is through the

protagonist group that we explore different solutions to the problem.
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The illustration above is designed to show how the four characters balance one
another. The greatest conflict occurs between opposites, whereas the least conflict
occurs between neighbors. The balance between them controls the forces to resolve
the conflict and the justifications for any decisions that are made. However, there are

still more pieces of the decision making puzzie that we haven't discussed.
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MAKING THE "RIGHT" CHOICE
Right and Wrong.
Good and Bad.

Which choice is which? Which one do you choose? What are the rammifications
of your choice? Whose fault is it? These are all questions with which the Faithful
Character must grapple, but it doesn't have to make an uneducated guess. It canturn

to the Guardian and Contagonist characters to find the answers.
The Guardian character is the teacher/helper.

On one level, the Guardian represents our conscience and, as such, reveals the
effects our actions have on others. It gives advice and acts as a role model for the

morally correct path to choose.

On another level, the Guardian serves as a Helper. It provides aid when the
going gets tough, particularly when members of the Protagonist Group are unable to

help themselves.
The Contagonist is the tempter/hinderer.

Where the Guardian acts as conscience, the Contagonist acts as temptation and,
as such, works to hide the effects our actions have on others. It advises following

one's desires and acts as a role model for the morally improper path to choose.
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Where the Guardian acts as a helper, the Contagonist acts as a hinderer. The
Contagonist contrives to thwart the Protagonist Group's success in achieving its

objective, particularly when their success is due to help from the Guardian.

In short, the Guardian and Contagonist represent right and wrong, good and bad,

the morally proper and morally improper solutions to the problem.

Contagonist® <« > @ Guardian

By themselves, the Guardian and Contagonist are in balance. However, the
Guardian and Contagonist are in constant tug-of-war for control of the Faithful

Character.

. Faithful :
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When you include the Skeptic in this equation you get a perfect balance.
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